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= i. The League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fiehters is a Comm nist-controlled or 

- ganization which in all its activity attempts to masquerade as non-partisan * 

_ and representative of all political parties, The League has its central 
office at the same address as the League of Concentra:ion Camp Victims 
(KZ-Verband), Vienna I, Lichtenfelsgasse 7, Unlike the latter organization, 
however, which is Communisi—infiltrated but includes many non-Communists, 
the League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters is a so-called Communist cadre 
organization which admits non~Commnists only as members but not as officials, 
There are about. 6,000 menbers, divided up into smaller district organizations 
in the various Vienna districts (usually, several Vienna districts unite to 
form one such section; for example, Vienna VI, VII, and VIII have one zection - 
together), The typical structure of such a section may be seen in the following dise _ 
trict representation from Vienna VI: 20 members, 4, of whom are officials of : 
the KPOe, 10 of whom are members of the KpOe, and 6 of whom are non-Commnist 
but strongly sympathetic to the Communist Cause, 


2. Membership in the organization, which carries with it pranting of the title 
"Freedom Fighter", is given te rercons who "hares foupht apainst & Fascist 
dictatorship", which is liberally interpreted to mean not only those who hava 
taken part in the combat against Nazism, but also apainst the Dollfuss repime 
in Austria, against Franco ih Spain, or against Chiang Kai-ahek in China, 

Of late, the practice has been for a prospective member to be admitted on the 
basis of a confidential recommendation from the KPOe; the title of "Freedom 
Fighter" has been piven on the basis of opposition to “capitalism, Western 
imperialism, and the Marshall Plan", while "Fascism" has been broadly defined 
by the organization as "anything in contradiction to the class struggle". The 
reguiations of the organization have been made to conform to this new relaxa- 
‘tion of membership requirements, : ; 
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3. The steering committee of the orranization includes Franz HONNER, 
member of the Central Committee, president; Dr. Heinrich DUERNAYER, 
former head of the State Police, vice-president; Walter FISCHER, brother 
of Ernst FISCHER; Major Franz GEBHART; Max SCHNEIDER, general secretary. 
in practice, although directives are laid down by the entire steering 
committee, practical execution of a piven policy is almost always carried 
out by SCHNEIDER, who has wide discretionary powers and only rarely con- : 
sults DUERNAYER before taking action. i 


4. The organization alleredly possesses an elite cadre of 200 to 300 men under 
SCHNESIDER's direct command which,on a number of occasions,has taken an 
active part in carrying out the policy of the organization. For example, 
this group organized a demonstration in 1948 against the Greek Leration in 
Vienna and has intervened several times to prevent evictions, Members of 
the cadre are said to. be for the most part persons with no definite oc- 
cupations they are armed with pistols of various models. In the organizational 
files, membere of the elite cadre are allegedly desipnated by a small red 
°25X1X6 cross on the upper left of the file card, | 
5. Since its inception, the organization has been extremely active in carrying 
en meetings and is owner and publisher of .a monthly newspaper edited by : 
Otto DOXPER.. E 
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al 6. The League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters was created in 1946 by National- 

m © rat Frang HONNER and was legally constituted by an authorization of the : 
Austrian Ministry of the Interior dated 20 August 1947. According to para~ - 
graph II of the organizational statutes, which have been repeatedly altered, : 
the following are the aims of the organization: 


a, Inclusion of all Austrians whe have actively combatted Fascism, and in 
particular the following: 


i. Former members of the Schutzbund woe participated actively 
in the events of 12 February 19343 _ 


ji.. Former Austrian volunteers in the International, Brigeades within 
the Spanish Republican Army; 


iik, Members of the trian Freedom Battalions (Freiheitsbataillone) , 
within the/dugoslav Army; 


iv, Austrian partisans and "Freedom Fighters" who carried on the L 
struggle in Austria against German-Fascist domination, together 
with their regular and active assistants; ; 


¥. Austrian volunteers who fought in the liberation movements of other 
countries against the German oceupants, torether with their regular 
and active assistants; i 


wi. Auetrians who fought as volunteers in the ranks of the Allied 
Armies against the Nazi regime; 


vii, Relatives of deceased "Freedom Fighters" 
b. Cultivation and furtheranes of anti-Fascist, democratic id 
ecology in 
the ranks of its members, aimed at strengthening end propagating 
denoeracy, 


¢, Cultivation and furtherance of anti-Fageist Sencentie ideology amo 
the Austrian people through lectures, meetings, and publications, ie 
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d. Collaboration in the complete elimination of Faseist remants 
and of Pan-German ideology from the minds of our people, to- 
sether with their education in Austrian patriotism and eultiva» 
tion of Austrian national conseiousness and Austrian individuality. 


@, Resumption of relations with similar organizations in United : 
Nations countries, with the purpose of promoting friendly relations 
between Austria and these countries. 


£,. Financial support of needy members, * 
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7. Max Peter SCHNEIDER (aleo called SHELLEY) is the organization's 
general secretary, Born in Vienna on 4 December 1921, he is the 
son of Jewish parents, Abraham and Josefine Schnoider, Ue is an 


Austrian citizen and married to Ruth Wilma Ascher, born 12 Jamuary 1921. 
In 1939, SCHNZIDER emigrated te England where he vorked with the Friends 


parents are said to have been sent to 


of Austria under Otte PRTCHACEX, His 


figa where they died in/concentration camr., 
as an infantryman in the British Arav, allegedly in Prance. In 19hé4 

he is said to have cone from Pranee ho Prague, where he spent some 

tims, Returnine to Vienna, he lived from 17 February 1947 to 29 Jarnmary 
2948 in Viernes VEIT, Lanperesse 53 ag a sub-tenant to one SGHO SEYCALD ¢ 
vince the lather date, he has been Living in Vienne Tl, Rotensternpasse 
“L/? but apparently does not ray any vent. The apartment belongs to a 
carLain Gapt. Korb SCHVARZ, said to he worlciny for the British and 
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®. KOGL, an official of EPGe districe sendquarters at Vienna Il, when 
faxed by other Party functionaries what steps had been taken § 


Oo pro 
vide armed protection avainet 


"Fascist" attempts to break up Com 
muiist maehines and demonstrations, said that the League of Anti- 


Fascist Freedom Fighters would constitute an armed puard. KOGL 
#aplained that many members of the League were former menbers of the 
oghutaebund who had received quasi-military training. ‘When asked if 
young Communist activists could join the League, KOC] sllepedig pa. 
plied that they could besome non-voting members for a year, after 
25X1xBivh, 1° found eligible, thay could become rerular vating members. 


March, 1969 


?, an che opinion of this souvee, the Leasua of Anti-Faacist Freedom 

atere has tow veplaced the Werkechuts in importance as a potentially 
cangerous KPGe rara-~military formation: there are at present about 400 
activists, The new policy of enrolling all persons willing to combat 
uae “forces of Fascism anc reaction" represents a conaideruble denarture 
vron the former policy of admitting only those who had actively fought 
against Fascism in some form. Many hundreds of new members may be 
acquired in this way, 
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mee Comment: The regulations for admission of new members, as piven 

#, do not correspond with statements of Source A in para. 2 above. 

ms) . prohabllityv, if the organizaticn is traly interested in conceal 

ing its Communist backine, Source 4 is weons tn assumines that organiza~ 
tional repuletions tive s-e- ¢2 aicer be reavice an adnlesion of other 
catbepories of "anti-Pascisus', It is more Likely thal the raepulations 
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